
As production value increases, 
location scouting with multiple 
locations and/or use of location 
management agency can be 
utilized to find ideal locations 
suitable for the story.

The location or setting of the video 
contributes to creating a believable story.

Locations that prioritize
convenience over the script. 

Straight-forward, less engaging. Compelling, engaging and creative.The story of your video is how your brand 
will be remembered (or not). It’s your 
chance to captivate viewers and 
persuade or influence them.

DSLRs and smaller, more 
convenience-oriented cameras 
that provide acceptable, but not 
exceptional, imagery.

Motion-Picture/Cinematic Cameras 
provide ultimate control over 
focus, range in color and exposure. 
The image quality is at the highest 
standards of the industry.

Different cameras provide an array of 
image qualities that can enhance the 
message and contribute to the video’s 
visual storytelling. 

Uncontrolled, unmodified 
ambient light and ambiance.

Fully controlled, crafted lighting, 
finessed to create the ideal mood 
and lighting balance for the scene.

Lights don’t just brighten a dark room. 
Different lighting techniques create 
different moods to help shape and give 
life to the story. 

Handheld. A plethora of equipment and skill 
may be used as production value 
increases: Gimbals, motorized 
sliders, dollies, drones, 
Steadicams, jibs and cranes, 
vehicle rigs and other rigs 
for camera angles and movements.

Camera movements contribute to the 
video’s visual storytelling. It can influence 
the viewer in how they experience the 
scene—whether to be excited, energetic, 
emotional, inspired, etc.

Inexperienced and 
unconvincing actors.

Experienced, convincing actors 
who bring the story to life.

Voice or on-camera actors who fit the role, 
produce the right expressions on command, 
and can take direction well will enhance 
the video’s believability and genuineness.

Audio recordings with 
uncontrolled volume levels, 
high distortion and 
poor fidelity.

Clean, crisp audio with high fidelity
and no distortion to effectively pull 
the audience into the story. 

Audio is 50% of any video experience and 
contributes to a video’s immersiveness. 

Basic editing and color adjustment. Critically scrutinized editing to 
ensure the story is cohesive. 
Advanced color correction and 
styling, graphic overlays, motion 
graphics, animation, etc. help 
metaphorically transport audiences.

Post-production is a big part of the overall 
production, and is integral to the success 
of the video. 

Unconvincing setting, often
with no props or set dressing. 

Fully immersive scene with 
accurate set dressing and props 
to create a more believable story. 
Possible set build-outs if needed.

The right props and set dressing helps 
create a believable scene.
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